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THE DIAL
Volume 1, No. 8

Week-end in Retrospect
by Jean Shephard
Apart from the first anguished moments of our arrival, one must concede
that, in general, Downer students visiting Lawrence College on February 22
and 23 were cordially received. The student hostesses were, for the most part.
friendly and informative. We were told,
without apparent resentment, that boys
who had not dated in months signed
up willingly to escort Downer girls that
evening. and we were heartily received
at the fraternity open houses that afternoon. Students who conferred with
Lawrence faculty members found them
cordial and helpful. In all cases, the
Lawrence week-end helped Downer students in formulating a clearer impression of the college and in planning for
next year.
Academically, Lawrence offers advantages over our present system. The
tri-mester, 70 minute class arrangement makes possible more concentrated
study on fewer subjects at a time, but
results in an almost equivalent number of subjects and credits. The larger
size of the two colleges combined allows for more varied courses and instructors.
Socially, it seems that Lawrence College is, on the whole, of a conservative
nature, that enthusiasm for new causes
and ideas does not exactly run rampant. Even participation in less noble
but still important activities, such as
sports and dating, is less than wholehearted. But the possibilities are there:
the art center, the theatrical facilities,
the clubs and organizations, the football and basketball teams, not to mention the 600 men.
Downer girls are not all cast from the
same mold. If 50 or more, as planned,
do go to Appleton next year, they could
furnish the new talent, the fresh ideas ,
and the enthusiasm which Lawrence
College now seems to lack. Since the
criticism of Lawrence College as
"small- town" seems to be valid in
part, couldn't the Downer students who
recognize the academic merit of the
merger infuse Lawrence's lagging organizations with fresh spirit, and perhaps create new ones? Thus the Downer tradition, not only of Hat Hunt and
Grandfather Clocks, but also of change
and discovery, would be carried on.
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The LUNAtic Binge
by Barbara Allen
Toini Lefren. Joan Reahard, and
Gayle Oechslin comprised Downer's
delegation to the annual Little United
Nations Assembly at Indiana University on February 25-29. As representatives of the Republic of South Africa.
the delegation was forced to defend
itself against the anti-apartheid legislation of the USSR a.nd Egypt, and the
anti-mandate legislation of
The girls arrived Wednesday evening in time to attend the opening meeting of the General Assembly and the
meeting of the Western Bloc. All day
Thursday was spent in committee and
council meetings. In the Economic and
Social Council meeting, the USSR withdrew its resolution to censor the Republic of South Africa in favor of the
resolution passed by Egypt. The Egyptian proposal passed in committee and
was subsequently brought to the floor
of the General Assembly. There Joan
Reahard spoke denying the right of
the Assembly to hear the resolution.
When her motion to table it was defeated, the bill was debated. with Toini
Lefren making the speech for the Republic against the bilL It eventually
passed by a vote of 34 for, 17 against,
with 10 abstentions .
The resolution condemning South
Africa for its mandate p o we r over
Southwest Africa was sent to the International Court. The Court ruled that
the Security Council had no authority
to act on the matter, so the issue ended
in a stalemate.
The delegation tried to amend Rumania's motion that Red China be admitted to the UN and given a seat on
the Security Council by striking the
clause which would give it a seat on
the Council. F r a n c e, however. expressed a desire to do this, so the
amendment was withdrawn by the Republic of South Africa.
All day Friday and Saturday the
Assembly was in session. Friday night
the group heard a speech by Pierre
Mendes-France, former Prime Minister
of France. Saturday evening the closing
banquet was held. There Wabash College received the award for best delegation. They represented the USSR.
(Earlier in the week LUNA coordinator
Cathy Grant received a telephone call
from the chairman of the Wabash

delegation , warning her that the USSR
would be ready to fight South Africa
on the apartheid question).
The delegates all felt that the experience was enjoyable and worthwhile,
more so because they had an extensive
opportunity to debate and defend their
country.

Girls of the Limberlost,
by Bat·bara Allen
While most of us were involved in
frenzied Cabaret preparations and a
few of us were at LUNA, two of us
were playing Pocahantas in northern.
Wisconsin. Cathy Grant, advisor to a
group of Y-Teens, took her group anrl
three others on a camping expedition:
Laura Jennison accompanied the band
as Director of Recreation. (You may
recall that Laura's ability in physical
education was revealed in the 1963
Cabaret).
Bicycle riding, hiking in the woods,
ice-skating, baseball, and short stories
from "Modern Romances" made the
time pass quickly. In all fairness it
must be inserted here that Cathy and
Laura tried to upgrade the reading·
matter of the group by curling up with
de Tocqueville's Democracy in America
and Keene's Nancy Dt·ew at Red Gate
Farm, respectively. They also had a
lively discussion on " Nature in the
Raw versus the Hothouse," centering
around the careers of Henry David
Thoreau and John Atlee Burpee.
The weekend was responsible for several real achievements.
Cathy and
(Continued on Page 3)
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A ll of a Sudden
As long as we are pouring salt on the wound (Morton's, of course, for commercial purposes), let's go at it with vigor. T alks of a Commons boycott! Gripes
about the administration! Rebellion at the unsuitable standards and rules. All of
a sudden, during our last year, we must beat the body to a pulp. All of a sudden
we are brave enough to criticize openly. All of a sudden we have the courage to
fight for what we think should have been done. Why not? T he facts are on our
side! The school has been forced into a merger - obviously those things which
we criticize are worthy of our criticism .. . but all of a sudden. I sn't it strange
that courage has come so late?

No News Is ... ?

Letters to the E ditor
To the Editor:
That the "ranks of those in quest of
equality have been swelled by Downerites" is undeniably true. However, one
is occasionally inclined to question the
motives of the majority of rank-swellers. The standard of organized demonstrations (i.e., picketing, marching,
breast-beating) has certainly been
thrown on high for those sociallyconscious Downer students who "feel
that it is their duty as citizens to do
all in their power to combat prejudice ."
The standard can also be bourne by
those s a d I y misled grade-conscious
Downer students who feel that it is
their duty to do all in their power
to promotE> friendlier student-faculty
relations. It is amazing that certain
students who never before evinced an
interest in or a concern with social
equality have, as recently as January
28, become as fanatical as a banjostrumming evangelist. There is a great
dea l of irony in the situation when it
is re a lized that all the efforts are for
n a ught- these people fool no one.
Even if the question of hypocrisy
were not involved in this issue, certain
qu e- tions inevitably arise concerning
the justification of demonstrative acts
which are b a sed on optimistic ignorance
and blatant emotional ism. Classroom
idealism is marvelous in the classr oom. But it has little practical value.
Idealism allows the viewing of only
one s ide of the battle for social equality; that, we are told , is the right side.
And yet. two sides are needed to make
a battle. Has the "wrong" side ever
been considered as anything more than
a collection of bigoted idiots who, with
m a lice aforethought, deny civil rights
( Continued on Page 3)

Isn't it strange too, that we are so busy with our derogatory ejaculations that
we don't have time for activities which might ameliorate existing situ ations?
This is perhaps the reason for the lack of what is usually integral in most papers:
NEWS. Three days in March are set aside on the calendar for a dramatic production. Obviously, enthusiasm was not channeled in t hat direction. The Orchesis recital was postponed for no oth er reason than lack of interest. This week's Excy
Council and SGA meeting was the first in over six weeks. How have the turnouts
been a Mixers? Boys, but no girls. How many chapels has Miss Harvey had to
give, in order to fill in th e gaps ; and wh o has been coming to the chapels? SPA
had a Peace Corps speaker last month who politely spoke to an audience of about
ten. Book discussions could be held in the back seat of a Volkswagen. Does the
Home Ec Club meet anymore? Social Actions hasn't acted since befcre Christmas!
The only club or committee th at has met lately is House Board - and what does
t hat indicate?
Where is everyone? Sitting in t h eir rooms making lists of gripes. Although I
find it oftentimes sickening to find an article ending with a trite and pedantic
phrase, I submit this to you: "Ask not what your school can do for you . .. and
you know the rest!
Lee Dodds, Assistant Edito •·

New Life Thro ugh Boress
Spring has waded through the recent snows to bring a new feeling of life to
the Downer campus, declared dead several weeks ago. Executive Council, recently
out of hibernation, devoted a full focus to the problem of decaying spirits on
campus in their Monday night meeting. Suggestions that the student government
offer added intellectual zest through weekly discussion groups cr debates were
tabled pending demonstration of revitalized interest in existing opportunit1es, i.e.
book rliscussions . So the campus is to be revived in a more popular manner,
through bo ressing. (Boress is a student term which may be loosely defined as pure
fun without other ultimate value. It is used by students in much the same way as
a drug addict uses opium , for escape .) This suggestion rret with approval as not
being beyond the scope of the average Downer student. So boress it is! The first
amazing event in this new life rejuvenating program was the snowball fight last
Tuesday. Further entertaining events will be planned during the rest of the year
to bribe the over-wearied student away from wall-staring. The feeling of community spirit which it was hoped would be derived from efforts to m ake thi last
year memorable is now to be found in organized games. This is something, however. If we learn to play together, it is quite possible that we may be able to talk
together before the year is over.
Sandnt Ed h lund, Editor

MICHAEL'S HAIRDRESSING

STUDIOS

Always First in Hair Fnshion

827 E. Wisconsin Ave.
4630 W. Center St.

BR. 1-1833
HI.
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Book Review
THE FEMININE MYSTIQUE
by Betty Friedan
This is a book which every student
on Downer's campus should read. It is
not a book which one picks up, skims
through, and puts down- it must be
read slowly, piece by piece, and seriously considered. It is not enough to
merely read this book- one must think
about what the author is saying, one
must realize the message so dynamically presented. (Yes, it's one of those!)
The subject with which Mrs. Friedan
deals is one of vital importance to all
women. Some can only read and agree,
as if the material were autobiographical. and some can read and sense the
warnings; but the age group presented
by Downer students is that which can
act upon Mrs. Friedan's words. The
problem so thoroughly discussed in The
Ft>minine Mystique is impossible to
paraphrase. It is not enough to say
that the book's subject is The Dilemrr:a
of Modern Woman in Her Attempt to
Reconcile Marriage, Motherhood, and
Marriage.
Get the book- read it- think about it.
You may or may not like it, but
only the stupid will dismiss it lightly.
Meredith Murray

FRANCESCA'S

Ann
Slanders

wonders why noodles are served for
lunch only to be followed by spaghetti
for dinner. One wonders why the meals
belie the menu. One wonders so rr.uch.
in fact, that the only thing of which
we can really be sure is that we will
leave the table feeling hungry. There
is no Jump in my throat as I write of
our plight, only in my stomach.

Limber lost
(Continued from Page 1)

One certainly need not remind the
student body of the nature of the meals
we have been eating, or not eating, for
the past few months. If, however, some
of the objections were to be outlined
here, perhaps those in charge might be
able to authorize some improvements.
I think the basic objection to the
food here is that there never seems to
be enough. It seems strange that when
only half the students appear at dinner
there's barely enough to go around
once. Could this dearth be attributable
to a reliance on the absence of a large
number of girls?
Even this wouldn't be too bad if the
portions which we do get were adequate. But usually the meat given us
amounts to no more than two or three
bites, and with no seconds most of us
go away hungry.
Going away hungry, in turn, wouldn't
be so bad if those two or three bites
had been equal to the energy we put
forth to chew and swallow them. Too
often the quality of the food is too
poor to satisfy us even temporarily.

THE PLACE FOR PIZZA

Free Delivery
2862 N. Oakland Ave.

wo.
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Laura learned a new dance called "The
Gorilla." They also learned several new
camp songs, such as "Glam or Girl" and
"Walking in the Park." Whatever
happened to "Green Grow the Rushes?")
On Saturday morning Cathy made 200
pancakes for 35 starving Banshees in
2 1,2 hours. She hopes to be able to proficiency Home Economics 305 (Quantity Cooking) as a result of this experience. It is reported that Cathy's
arms moved mechanically up and down
for the remainder of the day; Laura
had to finger by finger pry the spatula
from Cathy's dazed grasp after the
ordeal.
When asked if she would do it again,
Miss Grant faunched and replied "Not
next weekend" as she sank her saddlesores more comfortably into the cushions.

Letters
(Continued from Page 2)

to all who are not their kind? For an
insight into the "wrong" side, I would
suggest a reading of "I Know About
the Negroes and the Poor." by a Milwaukee resident, Robert D. Dwyer in
the December 17, 1963 issue of the
National Review.

To the Editor:
You are to be commended on your
forth-right remarks on the Downer
Lawrence merger in retrospect. Tbe
fading days of Milwaukee Downer College are a time when some sorrow and
bitterness are perhaps unavoidable.
However I feel you are right to take
issue with the display of weakness and
(Continued on Page J,)

PLOTKIN'S
DELICATESSEN
"Famous for Hot Corned Beef"
2901 N. Oakland Ave.

wo.

4-9700

"The Campus Store"
That there isn't enough food, that
what we get barely whets our already
ravenous appetites, that the microscopic portions are of such poor quality ...
isn't this enough? Evidently not. Adding insult to injury is an old cliche,
but it applies well to the fact that there
is little or no variety in the types of
meals prepared. One wonders why ALL
the jello has to have nuts and other
little goodies in it ALL the time. One

RIEGELMAN'S
Downer Pharmacy
"Everything for the Student"
3116 N. Downer Ave.

wo.

4-0600
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Letters
(Continued from Page 3)

apathy in the last days of Downer as
an independent college. You and others
have shown fin:e spirit in a very unsettled year. You should be admired and
emulated in this respect.
Sincerely
Gretchen Akers
To the Editor:
The last issue of The Dial does indeed augment the hope of this Downer
student that her college is a living,
thinking, and expressive being. The
fact that the Editor of The Dial had
the courage to sound a challenge, however controversial, for student, faculty
and administrative response, is an estimable one. The fact that response
came, however varied, p rove d the
worth of its instigation. For the past
year, there has been some doubt that
open response would ever come, and in
not coming. apathy, mistrust and an
increasing stratification of the college
community were assuming very real
and unchecked dimensions.
The points expressed in the Letters
to the Editor of the last issue of
The Dial were representative ones. If
they were not of the same opinion, this
cannot negate the importance or worth
of their expression, for they served as
avenues of clarification. It is exactly
in this realm of communication, of exchange of responsible viewpoint and
contribution of individual or representative accessment of an issue, that we
can more coherently encounter a problem from a frame of reference that is
comprehensive and therefore meaningful to the college community as a whole.
Communication among the various
levels or the college must exist openly
and freely, in order that the learning
process itself may exist in its most
dynamic form. And for this, there must
be a basic respect for and among all
of a college's composite parts so that
a vital, working relationship facilitate
can make firm the pathways to the
realization of the ultimate ideals of
higher education. Open communication
in the above context of mutual respect
is the strongest indication that a basic
unity of purpose, that of the search for
knowledge, exists; without it, there is
a void and a polarization that demeans
and invalidates the very justification
for an educational institution.
Let us then continue the near-precedent set in the last issue of The Dial;
and let us sustain it as part of the
heritage we will carry to Lawrencein the fall.
Cathy Grant

Hooray for Tom Jones
Your ubiquitus reporter was feeling
the effects of the usual March depression, when she thought that perhaps a
cinema would relieve the anxiety and
trepidation incurred at the thoughts of
the impending doom of "pre-spring vacation" exams and papers. Dragging
another poor wretch with me, I hailed
a good ol' No. 30 an:d headed for Wisconsin Avenue Cinema 2 a,nd Tom Jones
was our destination.
Cinema 2 is rather a funhouse, in case
you have not yet had the pleasure of
visiting this theatre. After purchasing
your ticket. you go through a maze of
glassed in corridors and escalators.
(Th ey have staircases but you are asked
to please use the escalators). When you
are next expecting to discover a House
of Mirrors, the screen spreads before
you.
We sat down, waitin:g to be entertained. It did not take long for that
to happen. From the very begilming of
the movie, the audience was supremely
entertained. Albert Fi,nney, who delightfully plays the part of Fielding's
18th century picaresque rogue, cartwheels onto the screen with his bawdy,
good natured antics and gives a happy
impression of the gusty, lusty life. Then
Squire Western, perfectly portrayed by
Hugh Griffith, superby takes to the hay
and hunt as vigorously as he takes to
his food and wine, (which is rather on
the Henry VIII idea, but with a little
more gusto). His daughter, Sophia, is
played by Susannah York. She is the
image of be•auty and purity, but is
portrayed with a little more life than
the puritanical beauty in Fielding's

P. S. GIFTS & JEWELERS
3136 N. Downer Ave.
GIFTS AND JEWELRY OF ALL KINDS
WATCH REPAIR
ED. 2-1206

CALL

YELLOW

CAB

BR. 1-1800
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novel. And so, a myraid of happy characters parade across the screen, each
perfectly portrayed, each individually
charming.
Various scenes in: the show were masterpieces of artistry. Squire Western's
hunt was realistically photographed. The
spectator actually rode along with the
group. Another scene, between Tom
Jones and Mrs. Waters, was an example of excellent direction and sensitive acting. The two characters partake
in a most sensuous meal and a joint
seduction, takin:g the •audience right
along with them. The costuming is
realistic and often conducive to the
laughter which never ceases throughout the film. For example, at the masked
ball, Squire Western and his sister come
in costumes which reflect their characters, Miss Western as a bird and the
Squire as an elephant.
Probably the most refeshing aspect
of the entire production is produced by
the narrator, who maintains with the
audien:ce the same rapport which Fielding maintains with his reader in the
book.
The result of these combining forces
is a movie which brought your roving
reporter, and her miserable friend, out
of the doldrums of depression into the
happy world of Tom Jones!

WANTED
AD SALESMAN
FOR THE

DIAL
CONTACT JEAN

HUNT~R

Serving the campus since 1962
Join the crowd at

MR.

TONYS

CHAR- GRILL
3120 N. DOWNE'R AVE.

FACULTY FOLLIES
IS
COMING SOON

Faculty Follies Is Coming Soon!

